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Engl i sh Pronunciation 1

PRONUNCI ATI ON

Thi s Pronunci ati on nodul e consists of this Description and a set of conputerised
listening exercises: it teaches you all the speech-sounds of English. The variety
taught is Standard Sout hern British English, spoken nost inhabitants of the south
of Engl and.

2. | NDI VI DUAL SOUNDS
2.1. Consonants

The contrast between voi cel ess and voi ced consonants that is described belowis
not always fully present in everyday speech: consonants described as voiced are
often at |east partly devoiced. (Likew se, sone voicel ess consonants can becone
voi ced in sonme circunmstances.) Some commentators therefore prefer to describe the
contrast not as a voicel ess/voiced one, but as a 'fortis/lenis' contrast ('fortis'
neans 'strongly articulated , 'lenis' means 'weakly articul ated').

2.1.1. Plosives

p Voicel ess bilabial plosive, aspirated. pa:8 path.
b Voi ced bil abial plosive. ba:0 bath.

t Voicel ess al veol ar plosive, aspirated. tzon town.
d Voi ced al veol ar pl osive. dzuvn down.

k Voi cel ess velar plosive, aspirated. ka:d card.

g Voi ced vel ar plosive. ga:d guard.

Pl osives |l ose their aspiration after clusters beginning with s; so the tintopis
aspirated, for exanple, but the t in stop is not.

Pl osi ves are unrel eased when foll owed by anot her consonant other than a fricative:
the pressurised air is not pushed out of the nouth with force, or indeed at all
top 'k&t top cat, Jpb 'dzd:d3 rob George, kwrk 'luvk quick | ook. (The synbo

neans that the plosive is not released.)

t d have nasal plosion when followed by n, |ateral plosion when followed by 1.
'Nasal plosion' neans that the pressure in the nmouth is released not through the
lips but through the nose, by lowering the velumto allow a sharp, noisy outrush
of air. 'Lateral plosion' neans that the pressure in the mouth is rel eased not

t hrough the full Iip-opening, but round the sides of the tongue. The n and the 1
that arise in this position are syllabic (described below). 'kitn kitten, 'Jzdn
ridden, ‘'ketl kettle, 'mzdl niddle.

2.1.2. Affricates

tf Voicel ess post-alveolar affricate. tf3:tJ church
dz Voi ced post-alveolar affricate. dzadz judge

2.1.3. Nasals

m Voi ced bil abial nasal. mi: ne

n Voi ced al veol ar nasal. ni: knee.

n Voi ced vel ar nasal. lIpon |ong.

2.1.4. Fricatives

f Voicel ess | abio-dental fricative. 'feui ferry.

Voi ced | abi o-dental fricative. 'veudi very.
Voi cel ess interdental fricative. 61k thick

@ <
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Engl i sh Pronunci ation 2

d Voiced interdental fricative. OIs this.

s Voi cel ess alveolar fricative. hIs hiss.

z Voi ced alveol ar fricative. 'lexzi |azy.

J Voicel ess post-alveolar fricative. [Af shush.
3 Voi ced post-alveolar fricative. 'me3a neasure.
h Gottal fricative. hat hat.

Many speakers make [ 3 with rounded lips, and sone speakers use the spread tip of
the tongue instead of the part behind the tip.

Voi ced pl osives, affricates and fricatives are partly or wholly devoiced at the
begi nning or end of a phrase, and when they stand next to a voicel ess sound.
d9b's3:d absurd, 'vedi very, pi:z peas. (The synbol _ neans that the consonant is
voi cel ess.)

2.1.5. Approximants

J Voi ced post-al veol ar central -approxi mant. 'Jd>:Ji Rory.
I Voi ced al veol ar | ateral -approxi mant. l€1 | ay.

w Voi ced | abi al -vel ar approxi mant. wu: woo.

J Voiced pal atal approxi mant. 'jaujau yoyo.

Approxi mants are devoi ced when they follow a voicel ess plosive. tji: tree, pleI
pl ay, kwik quick. (The synbol _ neans that the consonant is voiceless.)

I is 'clear’ when it is followd by a vowel or is between vowels, 'dark' in other
positions. Wth a 'clear' I, the tip of the tongue touches the alveolum the body
of tongue is not tensed and the back of the tongue is not drawn back or pressed
down; with a '"dark' 1, the back of the tongue is retracted and pressed down, and
the tip does not necessarily touch the alveolum IIm linb, mzIl® nmill. (The synbo
¥ means that the I is 'dark'.)

2.1.6. Treatnment of u

The treatnent of J4 in this variety of English requires special nmention. Wrl dwi de,
varieties of English fall into two types: 'rhotic', in which anr in the spelling
i s pronounced wherever it appears, and 'non-rhotic', in which anr in the spelling
is consistently omitted in particular circunstances. Standard Southern British
English is non-rhotic. Non-rhotic varieties are also used in Australia and New
Zeal and; rhotic varieties are found in Canada, Scotland, Ireland and the USA

The behaviour of 4 in non-rhotic varieties of English is absolutely consistent:

- when J falls before a consonant or at the end of the phrase, it is omtted. po:t
port, @: 'ti:tfo our teacher.

- when it falls before a vowel within the word, or before a vowel in the follow ng
word, it is retained. a'Jzond around, fou 1'fekt for effect.

- the two rules given above nean that J can appear and di sappear according to
whet her a word is at the end of the phrase or not. 'his Here!, 'hiaJ at 'la:st
Here at | ast!.

- when two vowels fall together - for exanple, at the end of one word and the
start of another - then an 'intrusive r' is inserted, even though thereis nor in
the spelling. The vowel before the 4 nust be a: 2: or . 'Jard av 'p3:[a Shah of
Persia, '62:4 2: 'fui:z thaw or freeze, 'pastaJ an 'tfIps pasta and chips. The
correctness of this intrusive r is disputed by a few commentators.
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Engl i sh Pronunci ation 4

ends with md central unrounded vowel. skwea square.
29 Starts with open-mid back rounded vowel ;

ends with md central unrounded vowel. dds door
vo Starts with close back rounded vowel, | owered;

ends with md central unrounded vowel. Kjua cure.

dos is an alternative for ddo: - in words where no consonant follows the
vowel - sound, nany speakers use soneti nes one sound and sonetines the other. The
second elenent of €9 is often omtted, |eaving a | ong nonopht hong.

2.2.5. Triphthongs

Tri pht hongs such as ars and @vs (fire, hour) occur in careful speech. They are
often reduced to a:, @:, and are not dealt with in this nodule.

3. SOUNDS | N FLUENT SPEECH
3.1. Mouth position

Al'l |anguages have a characteristic position of the nouth, a way of holding the
vocal organs that colours the overall sound. For English, the focus is in the
centre of the nouth, in the space behind the al veol um and bel ow the hard pal ate.
There is little tension in the nmuscles of the cheeks and |ips, and not nuch
lip-rounding. The jaw is slack, noves freely between hal f-open and open positions,
and is often retracted.

3.2. Rhythm

English makes a strong contrast between stressed and unstressed syllables. It has
a 'stress-tined rhythm which nmeans that the intervals of tine between stresses
are approxi mately equal, irrespective of the nunber of syllables spoken during
each interval. Sonme syllables are therefore considerably drawn out, while others
are very short, barely articulated. This rhythmis very different from for
exanpl e, that of Cantonese or Punjabi, where the syllables are uttered at a steady
rate.

3.3. Stress

Cetting the stress on the right syllable is inmportant if you are to understand and
be understood. In English, one syllable of each word - and al ways the sane

syl lable of that word - is stressed, but which syllable it will be is not
predictable by rule; you therefore have to learn the stress with each word. 1In
this course, stress is shown by the ', which neans that the i mediately follow ng

syllable is stressed.
4. SOUND- CHANGES | N CONNECTED SPEECH (' SANDHI ')

In all |anguages, sounds get changed when words are joined together: in English,
for exanple, the final t of west is pronounced when the word stands al one, but not
in such phrases as West Country. The linguistic termfor such changes is 'sandhi’.
Sandhi changes can make the | anguage unintelligible if you are not prepared for

t hem

The Iist below includes nost of the changes made in Standard Southern British
English. Not all speakers consistently nake all the changes described here -
peopl e nmake fewer changes on nore formal occasions, for exanple. In this course,

t hese changes are nade in sonme exanples but not in others, as seens appropriate in
the imedi ate context. This minics what you will hear fromnative speakers.
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Engl i sh Pronunciation 5
4.1. Treatnent of t, d and n

Wen t is at the end of the phrase or before another consonant, it may be
reinforced by a sinmultaneous glottal stop. di'pa:?t depart, f2:?t 'noks Fort Knox.
(The synbol ? denotes a glottal stop.)

t d can change to p b or k g to nmatch the place of articulation (bilabial, velar)
of a follow ng plosive. 'fak g3:1 fat girl, 'usvb brldin road building, a bip
pr'kju:lIs a bit peculiar, gob 'pJais good price, Jeg 'kudos Red Cross. Sinmilarly,
n changes to mor n to match a foll owi ng plosive or nasal. 6xm 'buks thin books,
ten 'kaps ten cups, gJdam 'ma:sta Grand Master

t d can be onmitted when they fall at the end of a syllable and have at | east one
precedi ng consonant, and are followed by a consonant (except h) at the start of
the next syllable. wes 'wind west wind, biaf[ 'kotn brushed cotton, boks 'set boxed
set. Deletion is not possible in, for exanple, wet wi nd, round up, felt heavy.

4.2. Syllabic n and 1|

Word-final unstressed an and al change to syllabic n and I under certain
conditions. For syllabic nto result, the final an nust be preceded by a single
consonant, not a cluster; if the consonant is p b k gor m then syllabic nis
rare, but after other consonants it is frequent. Syllabic I, by contrast, is
frequent after all consonants and after clusters (and is 'dark'). 'Avn oven,
‘gJapl grapple, 'fanl funnel

4.3. Dropping of h

h can be onitted; but only in function-words, only in unstressed syllables, and
not at the start of a phrase. So it cannot be deleted in your handbag, that's
hers, he's coming. It can, however, be deleted in that's her boss, when he cones.

5. GLOSSARY

Advanced: a vowel where the tense part of the tongue is further forward than
usual ; a consonant where the tongue articulates with the roof of the nmouth at a
point slightly further forward than that specified.

Affricate: a plosive followed imediately by a fricative at the sanme point of
articulation, the two sounds coming so close together that they sound |Iike one
sound.

Al veolar: the tip of the tongue articulates with the alveolum See 'Al veol um .

Al veol um the bony ridge behind the upper front teeth.

Approxi mant: the articulators, by shaping the air-streamthrough the nouth, create
a resonance, but not a hiss.

Aspirated: followed by a strong puff of breath, as though bl owi ng out a candle.
See ' Unaspirated'

Back: a vowel where the back part of the tongue is tense.

Bi | abial: the upper and |l ower lips articulate together

Central: a vowel where the centre of the tongue is tense.

Central -approxi mant: the sides of the tongue touch the nol ars.

Centring: a diphthong in which the tense part of the tongue noves towards the
centre of the nouth.

Cl ose: a vowel where the tense part of the tongue is near to the roof of the
nout h.

C osing: a diphthong in which the tense part of the tongue noves towards the roof
of the nouth.

Devoi ced: changed from voi cel ess to voiced. See 'Voicel ess'. See 'Voiced

Di pht hong: a sound consisting of two vowel -sounds that glide inperceptibly one
into the other. Some witers use the termto nmean 'two vowel letters', which is
not the sanme thing. See ' Mnopht hong'

Fricative: the air-streamthrough the mouth is nade sufficiently narrow to cause
hi ss, but not conpletely bl ocked.
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