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West - of - Engl and Accent Description 1

WEST- OF- ENGLAND ACCENT

Thi s nmodul e consists of this Description and a set of conputerised |istening
exercises: it teaches you the characteristic sounds of the West-of-Engl and accent.
This accent is used west of a line running fromBristol to Portsnouth.

2. | NDI VI DUAL SOUNDS

This section notes the nmajor differences between the Wst-of - Engl and sounds and

t hose of Standard Southern British English (SSBE). See the separate Language
Engi ne nodul e for Standard Southern British English.

2.1. Consonants

2.1.1. Treatnent of 4

The West-of - Engl and accent is rhotic - r is pronounced wherever it occurs in the
spelling. The sound used is a retrofl ex approxi mant.

VWhen r follows a vowel it coalesces with it, forming a long, r-coloured vowel: fj:
‘evy: for ever.

Wrds that end in unstressed @ or 9v in SSBE are often pronounced with a final r
in a Wst-of-England accent: 'komg: comma, 'jelj: yellow.

2.1.2. Syllabic consonants

a. nand I are nuch nore consistently syllabic than they are in SSBE. 'Iz1?l
little.

b. mis not nornmally sylabic in SSBE. In the Wst-of-England accent, however, mis
syllabic after p b, e.g. in o:pm open

2.1.3. Treatnent of €

tis often a tap when it cones at the end of a stressed syllable: 'do:cy:
daughter. It can also be a glottal stop: 'Iz?l little.

2.2. Vowel s

a. A notable feature of the West-of-England accent is that stressed vowel s can be
I ong (sonetinmes al nost two syllables), while unstressed vowels can be short. This
under m nes the SSBE di stinction between phonol ogically |ong and phonol ogical |y
short vowels. So the vowel of 'face', for exanple, which is long in SSBE, could be
long in sonme contexts and short in others in a West-of-Engl and accent.

b. There is a tendency in SSBE for unstressed I to becone o (e.g. 'tfJztxzd chatted
becones 'tfztad, indistinguishable fromchattered. In a Wst-of-England accent
this tendency is nmuch nore domi nant: an'klsaznd inclined.

c. The SSBE di phthongs ex (as in face) and av (as in goat) are nonophthongs in
West - of - Engl and: fe:s, go:t.

d. In a West-of-England accent, the vowel of 'strut' is pronounced higher and
further forward in the nmouth than in SSBE styuwt.
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West - of - Engl and Accent Description 2
3. SOUNDS | N FLUENT SPEECH
3.1. Mouth position

Al'l |anguages have a characteristic position of the nouth, a way of holding the
vocal organs that colours the overall sound. In a Wst-of-England accent, activity
is concentrated in the front of the nouth, with vigorous novenents of the lips,
especially in rounded vowels. Litle use is made of the back of the nouth,
especially the lower part. The jaw is typically held in an al nost closed position

3.2. Rhythm

West - of - Engl and, |i ke SSBE, makes a strong contrast between stressed and
unstressed syllables. It has a 'stress-tined rhythm which neans that the
intervals of tine between stresses are approxi mately equal, irrespective of the
nunmber of syllables spoken during each interval. Sone syllables are therefore
consi derably drawn out, while others are very short, barely articulated. This

| engt heni ng of stressed syllables is applied to phonologically short vowels as
wel | as phonologically long vowels (in SSBE it affects only phonologically |ong
vowel s).

4. SYMBCOLS

This section lists the synbols that are not ordinary letters.
' Stress-nark.
Means that the immediately following syllable is stressed. ka'J gy Carew.
Syl I abi ¢ mark.
Means that the sound is pronounced as a separate syllable. 'Iz?l little, 'o:pm
open, 'we:t n 'slI:pgi wet 'n' slippery.
Lengt h- nar k.
Means that the preceding sound is prolonged. ma:d nma-ad, f4: 'evy: forr everr
Unr el eased nark.
Means that the preceding plosive is not rel eased. 'b40:k1n br oken
? Gdottal plosive
The sound in Cockney bu'er (for butter). 'Iz?l little.
t] Voicel ess post-alveolar affricate.
Like ch in English church. tfois choice.
dz Voi ced post-alveolar affricate.
Like j, dg in English judge. 've:ndzants vengeance.
n Voiced vel ar nasal
Li ke ng in English long. Ja:nks ranks.
© Voiceless interdental fricative
Like th in English thick. '64@Y through
d Voiced interdental fricative
Like th in English this. 0deI they.
J Voicel ess post-alveolar fricative.
Li ke sh in English shush. [i she
4 Voiced retroflex central approxi mant.
Li ke an Arerican 'hard r', with the tongue squeezed into the back of the nouth.
The r sound used by pantoni ne pirates and people pretending to conme fromthe
Vest of England! 'ma:jbl narble.
J Voiced pal atal approxi mant.
Like y in English yoyo. 'jelo: yellow.

5. GLOSSARY

Affricate: a plosive followed imediately by a fricative at the sanme point of
articulation, the two sounds coming so close together that they sound |Iike one
sound.

Al veol um the bony ridge behind the upper front teeth.

Approximant: the articulators, by shaping the air-streamthrough the nouth, create
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